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IMPORTANT 
DATES

January 8th
Music Promoters

mtg 7:30

January 9th
School Council

mtg 5:00

DHS PTO mtg
7:00

January 14 - 17
Mid Year Exams

Half Days*
see schedule 

below

January 18th
Prof Devl 
Full day

January 21st
No School
MLK Day

Dear Students, Teachers and Parents, 
I would like to invite the members of our  Freshmen class to participate in our annual 
Cocoa and Cram mid-year exam review sessions this Tuesday and Wednesday eve-
ning from 5:00-7:00 PM. During this time, seniors from our National Honors Society 
chapter and the Student Council will lead review sessions in a variety of subjects.  I 
would strongly encourage all of our freshmen students to take advantage of these two 
evenings. 

Mid-year exams are upon us. Reading Days for the exam period will begin this com-
ing Thursday, for periods six and seven, and continue on Friday for periods one, two, 
three, four and five. Exams will be administered from January 14-17.  The entire exam 
schedule can be found later in the newsletter.  I would like to highlight a couple of 
important reminders about exams for all students and families.  

Bell Schedule: Beginning on January 14, we will be following our exam schedule.  
Please note that two exams are scheduled on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday and 
one exam on Thursday.  Students will be dismissed at the conclusion of their final 
exam (11:30 AM Monday through Wednesday and 9:50 AM on Thursday) each morn-
ing and there will be an additional bus run for high school students at this earlier dis-
missal time. DHS students who remain in the building for extended time on exams or 
to study may still ride the bus home at the regular 2:47 PM dismissal time if they wish.   

Attendance: t is imperative that all students are present and on time for their exams on 
each day.  Our DHS Handbook outlines how attendance is handled during the exam 
window.  Only students with excused absences are allowed to make up their exams in 
make up period on Friday.  If a student is sick on the day of an exam, parents are en-
couraged to contact their student’s Assistant Principal (Mr. Scozzaro for grades 9&12 
and Mr. Warmington for grades 10&11) as they manage and coordinate with teachers 
for any absent student.  Please note, college visits are not accepted as excused absences 
during the mid-year and final exam windows.  

Senior Exemptions: Seniors who have maintained a minimum of a 90% average and 
have not accrued more than three unexcused absences in a first semester course are 
exempt from their final exam in that class.  If a student has earned the exemption from 
an exam, I ask that they please sign-in or sign-out of the building  in the passing period 
between exams outside of the main office. 

DHS School Council will have its next meeting on Wednesday evening at 5:00 PM in 
the DHS Library.  Included in this newsletter is a summary of the most recent CSCI 
(School Climate Survey ) which the School Council prepared this fall. I would encour-
age you to review the summary and the many ways DHS has improved since the CSCI 
was last administered in 2015.  
www.duxbury.k12.ma.us/cms/lib/MA01001583/Centricity/Domain/743/CSCI%20
Report%202017.pdf

www.duxbury.k12.ma.us
http://(School Climate Survey )
http://www.duxbury.k12.ma.us/cms/lib/MA01001583/Centricity/Domain/743/CSCI%20Report%202017.pdf
http://www.duxbury.k12.ma.us/cms/lib/MA01001583/Centricity/Domain/743/CSCI%20Report%202017.pdf


From the Guidance Office:  Follow us on Twitter - @DuxGuidance

PSAT:
Students who took the PSAT in October should have received their PSAT score reports from Collegeboard 
on December 10, 2018 via email.  Scores have already been loaded into Naviance.  It is important that you 
review the score reports and connect your account to Khan Academy so that you can have a free online 
resource to prepare for the SAT.  Click on the link below to watch a video on understanding your PSAT 
results as well as how to link your account to Khan Academy.  
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt-psat-10/scores/student-score-reports

College Admissions Planning:
Revolution Prep will be hosting a practice SAT on  January  26th at 9am.    You can click on the link below 
to register and to learn more about it.  The cost of the exam is $10.  Please note that the link sent previously 
did not work so this is a new link.  
https://www.revolutionprep.com/partners/651/

Revolution Prep will also host a standardized testing information night for parents on January 23rd at 6pm 
in the Duxbury Presentation Hall.  Come and get all of your questions answered about SAT, ACT, PSAT, 
etc.  

Seniors – DHS Scholarship Process
Part 1 of the DHS Scholarship Application is available on Naviance.  It is due by March 1, 2019.  Infor-
mation on how the process works will also be available on the Guidance website soon.  Scholarships that 
require separate applications will be available generally in late February but information will be posted as 
we receive it.  

Course Selection for 2019-2020:
Information about course selection for next year will be coming out soon.  The 2019-2020 Program of Stud-
ies will be available on the website in mid-February.  Please save the date of Wednesday, February 27, 2019 
for course selection evening to be held at 6pm.  

College Visits:
Once again, this year, representatives from various admissions offices will visit DHS.  These visits will oc-
cur during the lunch block and students are welcome to stop by the tables, located on main st by the bread-
board area, to speak with an admissions rep during their lunch period.  The list of visits is available in 
Naviance by going to the colleges tab.  It will also be available on the Guidance website.  Check Naviance 
weekly as schools may change.

The Duxbury Special Education Parent Advisory Council is holding their first meeting of 2019 on Tuesday, 
January 15th at 7pm. The meeting will be located in Room 303 of the Canty Wing, Chandler School.

We will have Superintendent, John Antonucci, Assistant Superintendent Danielle Klingaman, and Special 
Education Administrator Heather Tucker in attendance for a meet and greet and to get an update on vari-
ous topics about Duxbury Public Schools and the Special Education Department.

All are invited to attend. Please submit any questions/comments to duxsepacchair@gmail.com in care of 
Jen Maser and Alicyn Kehoe.

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt-psat-10/scores/student-score-reports
https://www.revolutionprep.com/partners/651/
mailto:duxsepacchair@gmail.com


From the DHS Health Office: HEADACHES! 
From medications to sleep patterns and even the weather, a surprising number of factors can trigger head-
aches.
-Stress can lead you to clamp your jaw or sit with a tight neck or shoulders. Try adjusting your posture, 
dropping your jaw and doing some neck rolls.
-Skipping a meal can set off a headache. It may be due to changing glucose levels.
-Seasonal headaches related to seasonal allergies can increase the chance of headache. 
Dehydration-can effect fluid levels and the concentration of minerals in and around cells and your brain 
responds with pain. Drink more fluids.
Barometric headache- studies have found that migraine sufferers had a 28% higher risk of an episode on 
days with weather changes.
Caffeine withdrawal-breaks in your routine including the timing of your caffeine consumption can disrupt 
your brains equilibrium leading to an achy withdrawal.
Sleep deprivation-prioritize your sleep  and maintain a regular schedule even on weekends. Snoring and 
sleep apnea are all risk factors.
Good luck with mid term exams!

FROM THE MATH DEPARTMENT:
Alden DHS Collaboration - Mrs. Donovan’s senior calculus class worked with grade 5 classes in Alden to 
create children’s stories that highlighted position, velocity, and acceleration using derivatives. 

Linear Manipulations with Triangles - Mrs. Mastrogiacomo’s Geometry class created displays on chart 
paper to highlight their linear and triangular content knowledge of writing equations of perpendicular 
bisectors.

Parent Function Videos - Ms. Xu’s Algebra 2 class created videos of students moving around and dancing 
to create various parent function shapes with their movements. 

Geometry 2 column proof - Mrs. Hall’s Geometry classes created posters around the room to be displayed 
that highlighted various concepts covered in class. This example shows a 2-column proof with explana-
tions.

NASA poster - Mr. Fisher’s Algebra 1B class has been closely following NASA InSight’s landing on Mars 
back in November. Students created posters that described the key mechanical parts of spacesuits used by 
astronauts.



 MIDTERM EXAM SCHEDULE 
January 2019 

READING DAYS: 
● Thursday, January 10, 2019 – Day 6 (3, 4, 5, 6, 7) 

○ Reading periods – periods 6 and 7 
● Friday, January 11, 2019 – Day 7 (1, 2, 3, 4, 5) 

○ Reading periods all day 

EXAM SCHEDULE: 

Monday, January 14, 2019 – Day 2      (6,7,1,2,3 )    Release Day 

 Block 1  Period  6 Exam   8:20am – 9:50am 
       Break/Passing   9:50am – 10:00am 
 Block 2  Period  7 Exam   10:00am – 11:30am 

Tuesday, January 15, 20189– Day 3    ( 4,5,6,7,1)   Release Day 

 Block 1  Period  4 Exam   8:20am – 9:50am 
       Break/Passing  9:50am – 10:00am 
 Block 2  Period  5 Exam   10:00am – 11:30am 

Wednesday, January 16, 2019 – Day 4   ( 2,3,4,5,6)   Release Day 

Block 1  Period  2 Exam   8:20am – 9:50am 
       Break/Passing  9:50am – 10:00am 
 Block 2  Period  3 Exam   10:00am – 11:30am 

Thursday, January 17, 2019 – Day 5  (1,7,2,3,4)    Release Day 
(NOTE: Periods 7 and 1 flipped) 

Block 1  Period   1 Exam   8:20am – 9:50am 
          Busses @ 9:50am*** 
 Block 2  Make-up Exams    10:00am – 11:30am 

Second semester begins on Tuesday, Jan. 22, 2018 – Day 6 – periods (5,6, 7, 1, 2) 

*In the event of a snow day, the exam days will be pushed one day ahead. For 
example, if Monday is canceled, Monday’s exams move to Tuesday, Tuesday’s exams 

move to Wednesday, Wednesday’s exam moves to Thursday, etc. 

*** Students are to remain in this last block exam until called via the PA for 
dismissal. We have to wait for busses to arrive.*** 

*Friday, January 18th is a Full Day Professional Development Day

LEGION BOYS STATE REP APPLICATIONS DUE JAN. 25
The Duxbury American Legion is seeking applicants from boys who are currently juniors in High School to partici-
pate in the Massachusetts Legion Boys State Program. Boys State is one of the most respected and selective education-
al programs of government instruction for high school students in the country. Some of the objectives of the program 
are to develop civic leadership and pride, to arouse a keen interest in the study of government and to expand an 
understanding of American traditions and belief in the United States of America. The program is a seven day over-
night experience held the third week in June at Stonehill College in North Easton, MA. Applicants will need to send a 
copy of their most recent transcript, a letter of recommendation a teacher/administrator and an essay detailing their 
volunteer work, school activities and why they would like to participate in Boys State. Please include your contact 
information i.e. Cell, email and address. Applications should be sent to Duxbury Legion, PO Box 1113, Duxbury, MA 
02331. The due date for the application is January 25, 2019. If you have any questions please contact John Magnarelli 
781-934-5485 or Duxmag72@hotmail.com

mailto:Duxmag72@hotmail.com


Duxbury High School Practice SAT

Saturday, January 26th, 2019

9am - 1pm  EST

Duxbury High School

$10

 Wednesday January 23

https://www.revolutionprep.com/partners/651/

Susan Wasser

617-206-3370

susan.wasser@revolutionprep.com




